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The Lofoten Archipelago in northern Norway is noted for its spectacular scenery, 
rugged coastlines, and traditional culture. Although located north of the Arctic Circle, 
the islands are characterized by a mild climate, moderated by the warm waters of the 
Gulf Stream. While fishing emains important, Lofoten’s 25,000 residents increasingly 
rely on tourism. Mountaineering, boating, cycling, snorkeling, and even surfing a e pop-
ular activities. The archipelago is now in the process of being certified as a “Sustainabl  
Destination,” based on the idea of both protecting the environment and using tourism as 
a catalyst for positive social and economic change. The soccer field in ofoten’s fishin  
village of Henningsvær has gained global attention due to its unlikely position and pic-
turesque location. Globalization and Diversity explores the patterns and processes that 
create the dynamic geography of places like Lofoten.

Mastering Geography
Mastering Geography is a learning platform designed  

with you, the student, in mind, offering:
•	 MapMaster 2.0, a GIS-inspired, interactive digital atlas that allows you 

to layer thematic map data, upload your own data, and analyze spatial 
patterns and relationships at local, regional, and global scales. 

•	 A Student Study Area with a variety of self-study resources designed to 
help you master the most challenging topics in world regional geography. 
Resources include MapMaster, a video library, animations, chapter quiz-
zes, flashcards, and much more.

•	 An interactive eText, which is more than an online version of the 
printed book. The Pearson eText is optimized for digital use and includes 
embedded videos and animations, search tools, the ability to highlight 
text, offline access, and more—all accessible on any of your devices via 
the free Pearson eText app.

Scan to preview 
MapMaster 2.0!

goo.gl/9i3AQU

Learn more at  
www.pearson.com/

mastering/geography

EMPOWER STUDENTS TO 
ADDRESS GLOBAL ISSUES
Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World intro-
duces students to Earth’s fast-changing world regions, exploring 
global forces, the challenges to local diversity, and initiatives that 
are supporting a more sustainable world. Supported by Mastering 
Geography, Globalization and Diversity is the most robust world re-
gional geography program available.
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Torrential rains from Hurricane Harvey flooded Houston in 2017. 
Global climate change may lead to more intense storms, 
threatening rural and urban places alike. SDG11: Sustainable 
Cities and Communities calls for more resilient, sustainable urban 
practices. (Ch. 3)

Upsala Glacier in Argentina's 
Glaciers National Park has 
been retreating for decades 
due to global climate change. 
Glacial runoff is an important 
water source for many 
regions. SDG6: Clean Water 
and Sanitation calls for better 
management of freshwater 
ecosystems. (Ch. 4)

This graph shows the strong correlation between increased 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere due to human activity and 
the increase in average global temperature. SDG9: Industry, 
Innovation and Infrastructure calls for promoting sustainable 
industrialization. (Ch. 2)

Sources: World Food Programme, United Nations FAO,
 World Health Organization, NASA, NOAA

Map labels indicate Earth’s 12
world regions, as defined by
Globalization and Diversity 

Earth’s temperature continues to rise due primarily to greenhouse gases (GHG) emitted by human activity. Correspond-
ing environmental changes impact food production as farmlands are damaged or diminished. Food insecurity can lead 
to poverty, conflict, and mass migration as people look for better living conditions elsewhere. 

In 2016, the United Nations adopted Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) to tackle global issues like climate change 
and food security through 17 interconnected missions. SDGs challenge every country to promote better living conditions 
for all while protecting the planet.

GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE, FOOD SECURITY, AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

decrease per decade
of Arctic ice since 1980

of sea-level rise in
the past 100  years

metric tons of ice lost from the
 Greenland Ice Cap annually

of carbon dioxide,
the highest levels
in 650,000 years

13.3
PERCENT

7
INCHES

281
BILLION

406
PARTS PER MILLION

CLIMATE CHANGE BY THE NUMBERS
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1987 2004 2014The Aral Sea has been 
shrinking due to water 
diversion, devastating 
fisheries and farmlands. 
SDG2: Zero Hunger calls for 
sustainable agricultural 
practices. (Ch. 10)

A Senegalese pastoralist 
moves his herd toward 
grass and water. 
Overgrazing combined 
with drought threatens 
food supplies in the 
Sahel. SDG15: Life on 
Land calls for halting and 
reversing land 
degredation. (Ch. 6)

Low-lying parts of Bangladesh suffer repeated 
flooding due to more intense storms and 
sea-level rise, threatening the livelihood of 
millions. SDG1: Ending Poverty calls for 
supporting disaster-prone countries and 
regions at economic risk. (Ch. 12)

Most of China's energy 
demand is still met by 
burning coal and oil, 
although use of renewables 
is steadily increasing. SDG7: 
Affordable and Clean Energy 
calls for greater integration 
of renewable energy sources. 
(Ch. 11) 

Pacific Climate Warriors 
representing the island 
states of Oceania march in 
Bonn, Germany, to protest 
the loss of land due to 
sea-level rise. SDG13: 
Climate Action calls for all 
countries to support 
coordinated international  
responses. (Ch. 14)



Empowering Students 
to Address Global Issues

Globalization and Diversity, Sixth Edition 
The sixth edition has a deep emphasis on humanitarian geography and 
sustainability, and encourages students to explore the sights, sounds, and 
tastes of world regions with embedded links to online digital resources.

A01_ROWN8391_06_SE_FM.indd   1 21/12/18   7:55 PM



How Geographers Help  
Make the World a Better Place

NEW! Humanitarian Geography features 
demonstrate how geographic tools and approaches 
improve the human condition when confronted 
with current challenges such as natural disasters, 
disease outbreaks, crisis and humanitarian mapping, 
and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

UPDATED! Working Toward Sustainability
features explore how the theme of sustainability 
plays out across world regions, looking at initiatives 
and positive outcomes of environmental and cultural 
sustainability. All features are integrated with Quick 
Response (QR) links to Google Earth® Virtual Tour 
Videos.
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Connecting the Global to the Local

UPDATED! Exploring Global Connections 
features describe unexpected and often surprising 
connections across world regions, leveraging recent 
events and coverage of cultural and environmental 
topics. All features are integrated with QR links to 
Google Earth Virtual Tour Videos.

NEW! Globalization  
in Our Lives features explore 
common familiar commodities, 
cultural norms, activities, or 
popular culture that could be in 
a college student’s experience 
or social network, showing how 
globalization connects their 
behavior or consumption across 
world regions.
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A Structured Learning Path  
to Support Today’s Students

UPDATED! Two Review Questions at the end of each section help students check their 
comprehension as they read, and are followed by a listing of the key terms from each section, 
reinforcing the key concepts from each chapter section.

UPDATED! Region-specific 
Learning Outcomes in each 
chapter’s opening pages outline the 
knowledge and skills that students 
should gain from each chapter.

UPDATED! Critical Themes of Geography
Following two unique introductory chapters, each regional chapter 
is organized into five thematic sections, making navigation and 
cross-regional comparisons easy for students and instructors. 
Themes include Physical Geography and Environmental Issues, 
Population and Settlement, Cultural Coherence and Diversity, 
Geopolitical Framework, and Economic and Social Development.
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Develop 21st Century Skills

NEW! Join the Debate presents two 
sides of a complex topic to engage students 
in active debate around the most critical 
topics of geography today. Join the Debate 
can be used for homework, group work, and 
discussions.

NEW! GeoSpatial Data Analysis 
activities send students to online data sources 
to collect, prepare, and analyze spatial data 
using MapMaster 2.0.

NEW! 2-page Review, Reflect, & Apply Sections at the end of each chapter provide a robust 
interactive review experience, including a concise chapter summary, Review Questions that bridge multiple 
chapter themes, Image Analysis questions, new Join the Debate activities, new Geospatial Data Analysis 
activities, as well as QR links to Geographers at Work profiles.
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The Sights, Sounds, & Tastes  
of World Regions

NEW! Sights 
of the Region 
features link 
photos and maps 
to dynamic online 
Google Maps that 
include community 
contributed photos, 
empowering 
students to explore 
the places and 
spaces that make up 
world regions.

NEW! Sounds 
of the Region 
features give 
students access to 
audio of regional 
music, language, 
and nature.

NEW! Tastes 
of the Region 
features help 
students explore 
the geography and 
politics of food in 
each region, and 
include links to 
regional dishes and 
recipes.
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MapMaster 2.0: Geospatial Tools  
in Your Hands

NEW! MapMaster 2.0 Interactive 
Map Activities Inspired by GIS, 
MapMaster 2.0 allows students to layer 
various thematic maps to analyze spatial 
patterns and data at regional and global 
scales. Now fully mobile, with enhanced 
analysis tools, MapMaster 2.0 allows 
students to upload their own data and 
geolocate themselves within the data. 
This tool includes zoom and annotation 
functionality, with hundreds of map layers 
leveraging recent data from sources such 
as the PRB, the World Bank, NOAA, NASA, 
USGS, United Nations, the CIA, and more. 
Available with assessment in Mastering 
Geography.

UPDATED! Mastering Geography is the teaching and learning platform that empowers you to reach 
every student. By combining trusted author content with digital tools developed to engage students and 
emulate the office-hour experience, Mastering personalizes learning and improves results for each student.
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Transport Your Students  
to World Regions

NEW! Video Activities from sources such as 
the BBC, Financial Times, and Television for the 
Environment’s Life and Earth Report series are 
included in Mastering Geography. These videos 
provide students with applied real-world examples 
of geography in action, a sense of place, and allow 
students to explore a range of locations and topics.

NEW! Mobile Field Trips videos for geography 
from Michael Collier give students another avenue 
for exploring U.S. landscapes and the major themes 
of physical geoscience concepts. These are embedded 
in the eText and available to assign in Mastering 
Geography.

NEW! Google Earth Virtual Tour videos give 
students brief narrated spatial explorations of places 
and people around the world, covering critical themes 
such as globalization and sustainability.
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Pearson eText:  
An Integrated Learning Experience

NEW! Pearson eText is a simple-to-use, 
mobile-optimized, personalized reading experience 
available within Mastering. It allows students 
to easily highlight, take notes, and review key 
vocabulary all in one place—even when offline. 
Seamlessly integrated videos and other rich media 
engage students and give them access to the help 
they need, when they need it. Pearson eText is 
available within Mastering when packaged with a 
new book; students can also purchase Mastering 
with Pearson eText online.

UPDATED! Customizable for a Changing World
As an instructor you can add your own notes, embed videos 
and links, share highlights and notes with students, and 
rearrange chapters and sections to ensure the Pearson eText 
fits your unique course.

A01_ROWN8391_06_SE_FM.indd   9 21/12/18   7:56 PM



Resources for Instructors & Students

Measuring Student Learning Outcomes 
All of the Mastering Geography assignable content is tagged to Learning Outcomes from 
the book, the National Geography Standards, and Bloom’s Taxonomy. You also have 
the ability to add your own learning outcomes, helping you track student performance 
against your course goals. You can view class performance against the specified learning 
outcomes and share those results quickly and easily by exporting to a spreadsheet.

PowerPoint & Lecture Assets for Each Chapter
•	 PowerPoint Lecture Outlines
•	 PowerPoint Clicker Questions 
•	 All illustrations, tables, and photos from the text in PowerPoint and JPEG formats

TEST BANK
•	 The Test Bank in Microsoft Word formats 
•	 TestGen Computerized Test Bank, which includes all the questions from the Test Bank 

in a format that allows you to easily and intuitively build exams and quizzes

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
•	 Instructor Resource Manual in Microsoft Word and PDF formats
•	 Goode’s World Atlas, 23rd Edition
•	 Dire Predictions: Understanding Climate Change, 2nd Edition by Mann and Kump

Instructor Resources are now found in Mastering Geography for your convenience. These 
resources provide everything you need to prep for your course and deliver a dynamic lecture, in 
one convenient place. Resources include:
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 Preface
Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World, sixth  
edition, is an issues-oriented textbook for college and university world 
regional geography classes that explicitly recognizes the vast geo-
graphic changes taking place because of globalization. With this focus 
we join the many scholars who consider globalization to be the most 
fundamental reorganization of the world’s socioeconomic, cultural, and 
geopolitical structure since the Industrial Revolution. That provides 
the point of departure and thematic structure for our book.

As geographers, we think it essential for our readers to understand 
and critique two interactive themes: the consequences of converging 
environmental, cultural, political, and economic systems inherent to glo-
balization, and the persistence—and even expansion—of geographic 
diversity and differences in the face of globalization. These two oppos-
ing forces, homogenization and diversification, are reflected in our 
book’s title, Globalization and Diversity.

NEW & UPDATED IN THE SIXTH 
EDITION

●● In this edition we welcome Dr. Wesley Reisser as a NEW 
contributing author. Dr. Reisser is a scholar and diplomat. He earned 
his PhD from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
and teaches political geography and energy resources as an adjunct 
professor at the George Washington University. For over 15 years 
he has worked at the U.S. Department of State, most recently in the 
Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor. Dr. Reisser brings 
to Globalization and Diversity a strong interest in political geography 
and human rights, extensive experience in Europe and Southwest 
Asia, and scholarly work on the social, political, and environmental 
implications of energy production and consumption.

●● NEW Humanitarian Geography sidebars examine how geo-
spatial tools and geographic analysis contribute to addressing 
humanitarian issues and natural disasters in each world region. 
Topics include finding and relocating refugee populations, 
teaching mapping skills to volunteers to respond to natural 
disasters or to build legal cases for human rights abuses, or 
uncovering and addressing environmental challenges. Some of 
the Humanitarian Geography examples feature individual geog-
raphers in the field, describing their work and their thoughts 
on geography’s role in humanitarian efforts.

●● NEW Sights of the Region features provide mobile-ready 
Quick Response (QR) links from photos to online Google 
Maps, enabling students to browse web maps and community- 
contributed photos of the diverse geographies featured in the 
print book. Students use mobile devices to scan Quick Response 
(QR) codes to get immediate online access and connect print 
images with dynamic online web maps and photos.

●● NEW Sounds of the Region features provide QR links to sound 
clips that help give students a sense of culture and natural envi-
ronments around the world, highlighting language, music, and 
the soundscapes of both natural and urban environments.

●● NEW Tastes of the Region features in each regional chapter 
explore culinary traditions and innovations associated with 
different parts of the world. These QR links to websites or vid-
eos provide recipes and other pertinent information on food 
production and consumption, as well as material on cultural 
aspects of regional cuisines.

●● The NEW end-of-the-chapter format—Review, Reflect, & 
Apply—asks students to answer broad-based questions spanning 
concepts and regions. Two of the three components of this fea-
ture, Image Analysis and the NEW GeoSpatial Data Analysis, 
provide concrete exercises based on the analysis of graphic 
images and demographic or socioeconomic data. GeoSpatial 
Data Analysis features invite students to prepare and visualize 
data using NEW MapMaster 2.0 in Mastering Geography. The 
NEW Join the Debate feature frames two opposing viewpoints 
on controversial issues and asks students to assess their claims 
and weigh in on their own. The end of chapter also features 
NEW QR links to online Geographers at Work profiles of geog-
raphers who specialize in that world region. Most describe their 
fieldwork as well as their insights on the discipline.

●● NEW Mobile Field Trip Videos have students accompany 
renowned geoscience photographer Michael Collier in the 
air and on the ground to explore iconic landscapes that have 
shaped North America and beyond. Students scan QR codes 
in the print book to get instant access to these media, which 
are also available for assignment with quizzes in Mastering 
Geography.

●● Many NEW Key Concepts and terms introduced in the first 
two chapters are revisited in at least two regional chapters. The 
overall number of terms have been reduced and major concepts 
that are critical to understanding globalization and diversity in 
a changing world are emphasized throughout the book.

●● NEW chapter opener vignettes and photos highlight recent 
events and global linkages, with accompanying maps that pin-
point vignette locations. This edition also features more focused 
and consistent introductions in Chapters 3–14, placed under 
the heading “Defining the Region.”

●● UPDATED Globalization in Our Lives sidebars (previously 
known as Everyday Globalization) explore the daily items we 
use, from the cell phones that never seem to leave our sides, to 
the foods we eat, the clothing we wear, the music we listen to, 
and the technology that connects us to each other and the world.

●● UPDATED & REVISED Tables in each chapter present Popu-
lation Indicators and Development Indicators for the world’s 10 
most populous countries (Chapter 1) and for each country in 
the various world regions (Chapters 3–14). New indicators 
measuring development include Secondary School Enrollment 
Rates for males and females and an overall Freedom Rating 
developed by Freedom House, an independent watchdog 
organization.

xxiii
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New & Updated Features in Chapter 1: Geography of a Changing 
World

●● This chapter has been retitled and the introduction is focused 
more sharply on geography in order to better integrate global-
ization processes and the discipline. In the section Geography 
Matters, the discussion of areal differentiation and connectivity 
has been revised. A Mobile Field Trip QR link, “Introduction to 
Geography,” has been added.

●● Converging Currents of Globalization section is retitled Global-
ization and New Geographies with new examples and figures, 
including a new International Migration diagram and new 
Global Arms Sales maps. The “Thinking Critically about Glo-
balization” discussion has been revised and shortened.

●● The thematic sections of this introductory chapter have also 
been updated, revised, and enhanced with new examples and 
photos. The Geopolitical Framework section introduces the 
Freedom Rating (included in all chapter data tables) with a 
new Freedom in the World map, while the Economic and Social 
Development section updates the discussion of poverty measures 
(with a new map of Morocco) and introduces secondary school 
enrollment (now included in all chapter data tables).

●● Several key terms have been added, including economic migrant, 
refugee, and sustainable development. Existing sidebars have 
been revised, and a new Humanitarian Geography sidebar titled 
“Tools for Service” has been added.

New and Updated Features in Chapter 2: Physical Geography and 
the Environment

●● The discussion of plate tectonics in the Geology section has 
been revised and shortened, with new examples and photos. 
NEW Mobile Field Trip QRs link to concise videos on climate 
change, volcanic activity, and cloud dynamics.

●● The Global Climates section has been revised, with enhanced 
discussions of both climate change itself and international miti-
gation efforts. The 2015 Paris Agreement goals are introduced, 
as are various national climate plans.

●● New key terms include ecosystem, geothermal, Paris Agreement, 
and watershed. New sidebars highlight climate change on the 
Greenland Ice Sheet; Saudi Arabian plans to acquire water 
rights abroad; developed and developing countries aiming for 
carbon neutrality, and the problem of plastics pollution.

ORGANIZATION
Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a Changing World is organized 
around the conventional world regions of Sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, 
Latin America, East Asia, South Asia, and so on. We have, however, 
added two distinctive regions that are often excluded from the standard 
world regional scheme: Central Asia and the Caribbean. Also in this 
edition Chapter 9 has been renamed Eurasia and Chapter 14, Oceania. 
Our 12 regional chapters further depart from the treatment found in 
traditional world regional textbooks by employing a thematic frame-
work that avoids extensive descriptions of each individual country.

Globalization and Diversity opens with two substantive intro-
ductory chapters that provide the geographic fundamentals of both 
human and physical geography. Chapter 1: Geography of a Chang-
ing World begins by introducing the discipline of geography and its 

major concepts, followed by a section on the geographic dimensions 
of globalization, including discussion of the costs and benefits of glo-
balization according to proponents and opponents. Next is a section 
called “The Geographer’s Toolbox,” where students are introduced to 
map-reading, cartography, aerial photos, remote sensing, and GIS. This 
initial chapter concludes with a discussion of the concepts and tabular 
data that are used throughout the regional chapters.

Chapter 2: Physical Geography and the Environment builds an 
understanding of physical geography and environmental issues with 
discussions of geology and environmental hazards; weather, climate, 
and global climate change; global bioregions and biodiversity; hydrol-
ogy and water stress; and energy issues. Both introductory chapters 
introduce key concepts that are revisited in the regional chapters.

Each regional chapter is structured around five geographic themes:

●● Physical Geography and Environmental Issues, in which we 
not only describe the physical geography of each region, but 
also environmental issues, including climate change and energy.

●● Population and Settlement, where we examine the region’s 
demography, migration patterns, land use, and settlement, 
including cities.

●● Cultural Coherence and Diversity covers the traditional top-
ics of language and religion, but also examines the ethnic and 
cultural tensions resulting from globalization. New to this edi-
tion is a focus on regional foodways. Gender issues and popular 
culture topics such as sports and music (with Sounds of the 
Region QR links) are also included in this section.

●● Geopolitical Framework examines the political geography 
of the region, taking on such issues as postcolonial tensions, 
ethnic conflicts, separatism, micro-regionalism, and global 
terrorism.

●● Economic and Social Development explores each region’s eco-
nomic framework at both local and global scales and examines 
such social issues as health, education, and gender inequalities.

CHAPTER FEATURES
●● Structured learning path. Every chapter begins with an 

explicit set of learning objectives to provide students with the 
larger context of each chapter. Review questions after each sec-
tion allow students to test their learning. Each chapter ends 
with an innovative Review, Reflect, & Apply section, where 
students are asked to apply what they have learned from the 
chapter using an active-learning framework: broad questions 
integrating material across sections and chapters, image analysis 
and debate, and mapping real-world data.

●● Comparable regional maps. Of the many maps in each 
regional chapter, many are constructed on the same themes and 
with similar data so that readers can easily draw comparisons 
between regions. Most regional chapters have maps of physical 
geography, climate, environmental issues, population density, 
migration, language, religion, and geopolitical issues.

●● Other chapter maps pertinent to each region. The regional 
chapters also contain many additional maps illustrating impor-
tant geographic topics such as global economic issues, social 
development, and ethnic tensions.

xxiv        Preface
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●● Regional data sets integrated with MapMaster 2.0. Two 
thematic tables in each regional chapter provide insights into 
the characteristics of each region and facilitate comparisons 
between regions. The first table provides population data on 
a number of issues, including fertility rates and proportions 
of the population under 15 and over 65 years of age, as well 
as net migration rates for each country within the region. The 
second table presents economic and social development data for 
each country, including gross national income per capita, gross 
domestic product growth, percentage of the population living 
on less than $3.10 per day, child mortality rates, secondary 
school enrollment, the international gender inequality index 
and the Freedom Rating. Each table now includes a QR link to 
MapMaster 2.0 in Mastering Geography, so that students gain 
experience mapping data and analyzing the map to answer 
questions about the region.

●● Sidebar features. Each chapter has four sidebars that expand 
on geographic themes:

●● New Humanitarian Geography explores the geospatial tools 
and geographic analysis employed to address pressing issues 
such as responses to natural disasters, assistance to refugees, 
monitoring human rights abuses, and tracking environmen-
tal issues.

●● Globalization in Our Lives (previously known as Everyday 
Globalization) shows examples of how globalization influences 
our daily lives from the clothing we wear, the foods we con-
sume, the technology we rely upon, and the activities we enjoy.

●● Working Toward Sustainability feature case studies of sus-
tainability projects throughout the world, emphasizing posi-
tive environmental and social initiatives and their results. 
Each includes a QR link to an online Google Earth Virtual 
Tour Video.

●● Exploring Global Connections investigate the many ways in 
which activities in different parts of the world are linked so 
that students understand that in globalized world regions are 
neither isolated nor discrete. Each includes a QR link to an 
online Google Earth Virtual Tour Video.
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Digital & Print Resources
This edition provides a complete world regional geography program 
for students and teachers.

FOR STUDENTS & TEACHERS
Mastering Geography with Pearson eText for Globalization and 
Diversity.
The Mastering platform is the most widely used and effective online 
homework, coaching, and assessment system for the sciences. It deliv-
ers self-paced coaching activities that provide individualized coaching, 
focus on course objectives, and are responsive to each student’s prog-
ress. The Mastering system helps teachers maximize class time with 
customizable, easy-to-assign, and automatically graded assessments 
that motivate students to learn outside of class and arrive prepared for 
lecture. Mastering Geography offers:

●● Assignable activities that include GIS-inspired MapMaster 
2.0 interactive maps, Encounter World Regional Geography 
Google Earth Explorations, Videos, GeoTutors, Thinking 
Spatially & Data Analysis activities, end-of-chapter questions, 
reading quizzes, Test Bank questions, map labeling activities, 
and more.

●● Student study area with GIS-inspired MapMaster 2.0 
interactive maps, videos, geoscience animations, web links, 
glossary flash cards, reference maps, an optional Pearson 
eText, and more.

www.pearson.com/mastering/geography

FOR TEACHERS
Instructor Resource Manual (Download Only from Mastering 
Geography) (9780135225653).
Updated for the sixth edition, the Instructor Resource Manual is 
intended as a resource for both new and experienced instructors. 
It includes lecture outlines, teaching tips, additional references, advice 
about how to integrate Mastering Geography media and assessment, 
and various other ideas for the classroom. 
www.pearson.com/mastering/geography

Test Bank (Download Only from Mastering Geography) 
(9780135224281).
This Test Bank includes over 1000 multiple choice and short answer/
essay questions. Questions are correlated to learning outcomes from 
the book, as well as to the updated U.S. National Geography Standards 
and Bloom’s Taxonomy, helping instructors better map the assess-
ments against both broad and specific teaching and learning objec-
tives. The Test Bank is available in the Mastering Geography item 
library, as well as in TestGen, a computerized test generator that lets 
instructors view and edit Test Bank questions, transfer questions to 
tests, and print the test in a variety of customized formats. The Test 
Bank is also available in Microsoft Word as well as a version that is 
importable into Blackboard and other LMS. 
www.pearson.com/mastering/geography

Instructor Resource Materials (Download Only from Mastering 
Geography) (9780135224274).
The Instructor Resource Materials include high-quality electronic ver-
sions of photos, maps, illustrations, and tables from the book in JPEG 
and PowerPoint formats, as well as customizable PowerPoint lecture 
presentations, Classroom Response System questions in PowerPoint, 
and the Instructor Resource Manual and Test Bank in Word and Test-
Gen formats. For easy reference and identification, all resources are 
organized by chapter. 
www.pearson.com/mastering/geography
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Digital & Print Resources          xxix

Dire Predictions: Understanding Climate Change, 2nd edition, by 
Michael Mann and Lee R. Kump (0133909778).
Periodic reports from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) evaluate the risk of climate change brought on by humans. 
But the sheer volume of scientific data remains inscrutable to the gen-
eral public, particularly to those who may still question the validity of 
climate change. In just over 200 pages, this practical text presents and 
expands upon the essential findings of the IPCC’s Fifth Assessment 
Report in a visually stunning and undeniably powerful way to the lay 
reader. Scientific findings that provide validity to the implications of 
climate change are presented in clear-cut graphic elements, striking 
images, and understandable analogies. The second edition covers the 
latest climate change data and scientific consensus from the IPCC Fifth 
Assessment Report and integrates links to online media. The text is also 
available in various eText formats, including an eText upgrade option 
from Mastering Geography courses.

Practicing Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and the Envi-
ronment (0321811151).
This book examines career opportunities for geographers and geo-
spatial professionals in business, government, nonprofit, and educa-
tional sectors. A diverse group of academic and industry professionals 
share insights on career planning, networking, transitioning between 
employment sectors, and balancing work and home life. The book 
illustrates the value of geographic expertise and technologies through 
engaging profiles and case studies of geographers at work.

Television for the Environment Earth Report Geography Videos on 
DVD (0321662989).
This three-DVD set is designed to help students visualize how human 
decisions and behavior have affected the environment and how individu-
als are taking steps toward recovery. With topics ranging from the poor 
land management promoting the devastation of river systems in Central 
America to the struggles for electricity in China and Africa, these 13 videos 
from Television for the Environment’s global Earth Report series recognize 
the efforts of individuals around the world to unite and protect the planet.

FOR STUDENTS
Goode’s World Atlas, 23rd Edition (0133864642).
Goode’s World Atlas has been the world’s premier educational atlas since 
1923, and for good reason. It features over 250 pages of maps, from 
definitive physical and political maps to important thematic maps that 
illustrate the spatial aspects of many important topics. The 23rd edition 
includes digitally-produced reference maps, as well as new thematic 
maps on demography, global climate change, sea level rise, CO2 emis-
sions, polar ice fluctuations, deforestation, extreme weather events, 
infectious diseases, water resources, and energy production. The atlas 
is also available in Pearson Collections and in various eText formats, 
including an upgrade option from Mastering Geography courses. 
www.pearsonhighered.com/collections

Encounter World Regional Geography Workbook & Website by Jess 
C. Porter (0321681754).
For classes that do not use Mastering Geography, Encounter World 
Regional Geography provides rich, interactive explorations of world 
regional geography concepts through Google Earth. Students explore 
the globe through themes such as population, sexuality and gender, 
political geography, ethnicity, urban geography, migration, human 
health, and language. All chapter explorations are available in print 
format as well as online quizzes, accommodating different classroom 
needs. All worksheets are accompanied with corresponding Google 
Earth KMZ media files, available for download for those who do not 
use Mastering Geography, from www.mygeoscienceplace.com.
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People stroll along New York City’s High Line, an elevated park of a former railway, taking in the view of this dynamic urban space. The High Line has become a symbol of repurposing old infrastructure for public uses and gentrification in New York City. It has spurred other cities to 
consider similar elevated parks. The quintessential global metropolis, New York City encapsulates the processes of globalization and diversity examined in this book.
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4

While some people in some places embrace the changes brought by 
globalization, others resist and push back, seeking refuge in traditional 
habits and places. Thus, globalization’s impact is highly uneven across 
space, which invites the need for a geographic (or spatial) understand-
ing. As you will see in the pages that follow, geographers, who study 
places and phenomena around the globe and seek to explain the simi-
larities and differences among places, are uniquely suited to analyze 
the impacts of globalization in different cities, countries, or world 
regions. In our opening New 
York City example, consider 
how millions of migrants over 
decades have transformed this 
city by bringing with them dif-
ferent languages, foods, musical 
traditions, and ways of organizing 
their environments. Collectively, this 
diverse yet highly unequal city has 
been a driving force for cultural, politi-
cal, and economic change.

As a counterpoint to globalization, diversity refers to the state of 
having different forms, types, practices or ideas, as well as the inclusion 
of distinct peoples, in a particular society. We live on a diverse planet 
with a mix of languages, cultures, environments, political ideologies, 
and religions that influence how people in particular localities view the 
world. At the same time, the intensification of communication, trade, 
travel, and migration that result from global forces have created many 
more settings in which people from vastly different backgrounds live, 
work, and interact. For example, in metropolitan Toronto, Canada’s larg-
est city, over half of the area’s 5.5 million residents were born in another 
country. Increasingly, modern diversifying societies must find ways to 
build social cohesion among distinct peoples. Confronting diversity can 
challenge a society’s tolerance, trust, and sense of shared belonging. 
Yet, diverse societies also stimulate creative exchanges and new under-
standings that are beneficial, building greater inclusion. The regional 
chapters that follow provide examples of the challenges and opportuni-
ties that diverse societies in an interconnected world experience today. 
We begin by introducing the discipline of geography and then examine 
this ongoing diversity in the context of globalization from a geographer’s 
perspective.

Manhattan, the hub of New York City, has experienced a 
demographic and economic rebirth in the past two decades. 
A prominent symbol of the creative redesign of the city is the 

High Line, an elevated linear park on a former abandoned railroad line, 
which first opened to the public in 2009. With spectacular views of 
the skyline, the High Line meanders through neighborhoods such as 
Chelsea and the Garment District, revitalizing interest in these parts of 
the city. The park has become a highly desirable place to walk, enjoy 
green space, observe art installations, or just sit and watch the world 
go by. Its success has inspired other cities to create “elevated” parks 
by repurposing outdated or abandoned infrastructure. The High Line 
has also driven a real estate gold rush, with developers competing to 
construct luxury properties in neighborhoods that used to be known for 
gritty tenement buildings.

New York City is the quintessential global city; a center of global 
finance, marketing, and entertainment, it is also a long-standing immi-
grant gateway with people from every country of the world. In the city 
that never sleeps, nearly 40 percent of the population is foreign-born, 
with the Dominican Republic, China, Mexico, Jamaica, Guyana, and 
Ecuador being the top sending countries. While its industrial output has 
declined, New York City has made up for it through financial services and 
creative industries such as fashion, design, art, advertising, and educa-
tion. It’s a city of 8.5 million, in a metropolitan area of 20 million that 
attracts 60 million tourists a year. Many businesses and institutions in 
New York City are leaders in the economic, cultural, and political aspects 
of globalization. At the same time, globalization has transformed New 
York City’s economy, which has attracted a diverse range of people with 
varying skills who call this place home.

Through the lens of geography, a discipline that examines Earth’s 
physical and human dimensions, Globalization and Diversity investi-
gates these global interactions and patterns. The analysis is by world 
regions, which invites consideration of long-term cultural and environ-
mental practices that characterize and shape these distinct areas. Yet 
we contend that globalization—the increasing interconnectedness of 
people and places through converging economic, political, and cultural 
activities—is one of the most important forces reshaping the world 
today. Pundits say globalization is like the weather: It’s everywhere, all 
the time. It is a ubiquitous part of our lives and landscapes that is both 
beneficial and negative, depending on our needs and point of view. 

Globalization’s impact 
is highly uneven 

across space, which 
invites the need 
for a geographic 
understanding.

L E A R N I N G  O B J E C T I V E S

After reading this chapter you should be able to:
1.1	 Describe the conceptual framework of world regional 

geography.

1.2	 Identify the different components of globalization, includ-
ing controversial aspects, and list several ways in which 
globalization is changing world geographies.

1.3	 Summarize the major tools used by geographers to study 
Earth’s surface.

1.4	 Explain the concepts and metrics used to document 
changes in global population and settlement patterns.

1.5	 Describe the themes and concepts used to study the 
interaction between globalization and the world’s cultural 
geographies.

1.6	 Explain how different aspects of globalization have 
interacted with global geopolitics from the colonial period 
to the present day.

1.7	 Identify the concepts and data important to documenting 
changes in the economic and social development of more 
and less developed countries.
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Geography Matters: 
Environments, Regions, 
Landscapes
Geography is a foundational discipline, 
inspired and informed by the long-standing 
human curiosity about our surroundings 
and how we are connected to the world. The 
term geography has its roots in the Greek 
word for “describing the Earth,” and this dis-
cipline is central to all cultures and civiliza-
tions as humans explore their world, seeking 
natural resources, commercial trade, military 
advantage, and scientific knowledge about 
diverse environments. In some ways, geog-
raphy can be compared to history: Histori-
ans describe and explain what has happened 
over time, whereas geographers describe and 
explain the world’s spatial dimensions—how 
it differs from place to place.

Given the broad scope of geography, it is no surprise that geogra-
phers have different conceptual approaches to investigating the world. At 
the most basic level, geography can be broken into two complementary 
pursuits: physical and human geography. Physical geography examines 
climate, landforms, soils, vegeta-
tion, and hydrology. Human geog-
raphy concentrates on the spatial 
analysis of economic, social, and 
cultural systems.

A physical geographer, for 
example, studying the Amazon Basin of Brazil, might be interested pri-
marily in the ecological diversity of the tropical rainforest or the ways 
in which the destruction of that environment changes the local climate 
and hydrology. A human geographer, in contrast, would focus on the 
social and economic factors explaining the migration of settlers into 
the rainforest or the tensions and conflicts over resources between new 
migrants and indigenous peoples. Both human and physical geogra-
phers share an interest in human–environment dynamics, asking how 
humans transform the physical environment and how the 
physical environment influences human behaviors and 
practices. Thus, they learn that Amazon residents may 
depend on fish from the river and plants from the forest 
for food (Figure 1.1) but raise crops for export and grow 
products such as black pepper or soy, rather than wheat, 
because wheat does poorly in humid tropical lowlands.

Another basic division in geography is the focus on 
a specific topic or theme as opposed to analysis of a spe-
cific place or a region. The theme approach is termed 

Mobile Field Trip: 
Introduction to  
Geography
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thematic or systematic geography, while the regional approach is 
called regional geography. These two perspectives are complemen-
tary and by no means mutually exclusive. This textbook, for example, 
utilizes a regional scheme for its overall organization, dividing Earth 
into 12 separate world regions. It then presents each chapter themati-
cally, examining the topics of environment, population and settlement, 
cultural differentiation, geopolitics, and socioeconomic development 
in a systematic way. In doing so, each chapter combines four kinds of 
geography: physical, human, thematic, and regional geography.

Areal Differences and Connections
As a spatial science, geography is charged with the study of Earth’s sur-
face. A central theme of that responsibility is describing and explaining 

c Figure 1.2  Areal Differences  The oasis village of 
Tingher on the southern slope of Morocco’s Atlas Mountains 
illustrates dramatic landscape change over short distances. 
Agricultural fields and date palms in the foreground are 
irrigated by a river that flows from the high mountains. Irri-
gated land in an arid environment is precious, so the village 
settlements are nearby in the dry areas. In the background, 
the desert and mountains loom.

m Figure 1.1  Rio Itaya Settlement in the Amazon Basin  A woman 
and child peer out the doorway of their newly built waterfront home near 
Iquitos, Peru. Settlers in the Amazon Basin have relied upon the vast forests 
and rivers of this region for their food, livelihood, and transport.
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what distinguishes one piece of the world from another. 
These differences can be about the physical Earth, or 
about cultural features such as building designs, trans-
portation systems, or language groups. Why is one part 
of Earth humid and lush, while another, just a few hun-
dred kilometers away, is arid (Figure 1.2)? Or, why are 
people in one setting more affluent, while those in an 
adjoining area are poor?

Geographers are not only interested in place dif-
ferences, but also in how these distinct localities are 
interconnected within and among each other. This 
concern for understanding integration and connectivity 
is fundamental to geographic analysis. For example, a 
geographer might ask how and why the economies of 
Singapore and the United States are closely intertwined, 
even though the two countries are situated in entirely 
different physical, cultural, and political environments. 
Questions of linkages over space are becoming increasingly important 
because of the new global connections inherent in globalization.

Scale: Global to Local  All systematic inquiry considers scale, 
whatever the discipline. In biology, some scientists study the very 
small units such as cells, genes, or molecules, while others take a 
larger view, analyzing plants, animals, or whole ecosystems. Geog-
raphers also work at different scales. While one may concentrate on 
analyzing a local landscape—perhaps a single village in the Philip-
pines—another might focus on the broader regional picture, examin-
ing patterns of trade throughout Southeast Asia. Other geographers 
do research on a still larger global scale, perhaps studying emerging 
trade networks between southern India’s center of information tech-
nology in Bengaluru and North America’s Silicon Valley, or investi-
gating how the Indian monsoon might be connected to and affected 
by the Pacific Ocean’s El Niño phenomenon. But even though geogra-
phers may work at different scales, they never lose sight of the inter-
activity and connectivity among local, regional, and global scales. 
They will note the ways that the village in the Philippines might be 
linked to world trade patterns, or how the late arrival of the monsoon 
could affect agriculture and food supplies in Bangladesh.

The Cultural Landscape: Space into Place
Humans transform space into distinct places that are unique and heavily 
loaded with significance and symbolism. Place, as a geographic con-
cept, is not just the characteristics of a location; it also encompasses the 
meaning that people give to such areas, as in the sense of place. This 
diverse fabric of placefulness is of great interest to geographers because it 
tells us much about the human condition throughout the world. Places 
can tell us how humans interact with nature and how they interact 
among themselves; where there are tensions, and where there is peace.

A common tool for the analysis of place is the concept of the cul-
tural landscape, which is the tangible, material expression of human 
settlement, past and present. Thus, the cultural landscape visually 
reflects the most basic human needs—shelter, food, and work. Addi-
tionally, the cultural landscape acts to bring people together (or keep 
them apart) because it is a marker of cultural values, attitudes, history, 
and symbols. As cultures vary greatly around the world, so do cultural 
landscapes (Figure 1.3).

Geographers are also interested in spatial analysis and the concept of 
space. Space represents a more abstract, quantitative, and model-driven 

approach to understanding how objects and practices are connected to 
and impact each other. For example, a geographer interested in eco-
nomic development may measure income inequality and examine how 
it differs from one location to another to better understand how poverty 
might be addressed. Similarly, a geographer interested in the impacts of 
climate change might model the effects of sea-level change on coastal 
settlements based on different warming scenarios. An appreciation for 
space and place is critical in understanding geographic change.

Regions: Formal and Functional
The human intellect seems driven to make sense of the universe by 
lumping phenomena together into categories that emphasize similari-
ties. Biology has its taxa of living organisms, while history marks off 
eras and periods of time. Geography, too, organizes information about 
the world into units of spatial similarity called regions—each a contigu-
ous bounded territory that shares one or many common characteristics.

Sometimes, the unifying threads of a region are physical, such 
as climate and vegetation, resulting in a regional designation like the 
Sahara Desert or Siberia. Other times, the threads are more complex, 
combining economic and social traits, as in the use of the term Rust Belt 
for parts of the northeastern United States that have lost industry and 
population. Think of a region as spatial shorthand that provides an area 
with some signature characteristic that sets it apart from surrounding 
areas. In addition to delimiting an area, generalizations about society 
or culture are often embedded in these regional labels.

Geographers designate two types of regions: formal and func-
tional. A formal region is defined by some long-term aspect of 
physical form, such as a climate type or mountain range. The Rocky 
Mountains or the Amazon Basin are two examples of formal regions. 
Cultural features, such as the dominance of a particular language or 
religion, can also be used to define formal regions. Belgium can be 
divided into Flemish-speaking Flanders and French-speaking Wallo-
nia. Many of the maps in this book denote formal regions. In contrast, a  

m Figure 1.3  The Cultural Landscape  Despite globalization, the 
world’s landscapes still have great diversity, as seen in Prague, Czechia 
(Czech Republic). Red tile roofs, three-to-four-story buildings, organic street 
patterns, and open squares distinguish this historic capital 
city. Geographers use the cultural 
landscape concept to better under-
stand how people interact with their 
environment.

Explore the SIGHTS of 
Historic Prague  
https://goo.gl/1J9dbJ
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functional region is one where a certain activity (or clus-
ter of activities) takes place. The earlier example of North 
America’s Rust Belt is such a region because it encompasses 
a triangle from Milwaukee to Cincinnati to Syracuse, where 
manufacturing dominated through the 1960s and then expe-
rienced steady decline as factories shut down and people left  
(Figure 1.4). Geographers designate functional regions to show 
changing regional associations, such as the spatial extent of a sports 
team’s fan base or the commuter shed of a major metropolitan area 
like Los Angeles. Delimiting such regions can be valuable for market-
ing, planning transportation, or thinking about the ways that people 
identify with an area.

Regions can be defined at various scales. In this book, we divide 
the world into 12 world regions based on formal characteristics such as 
physical features, language groups, and religious affiliations, but also 
relying on functional characteristics such as trade groups and regional 
associations (Figure 1.5). In Chapter 3, we will begin with a region 
familiar to most of our readers—North America—and then move on 
to Latin America, the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa and 
Southwest Asia, Europe, Eurasia, and the different regions of Asia, 
before concluding with Oceania. Each regional chapter employs the 

c Figure 1.4  U.S. Rust Belt  The Rust Belt is an example 
of a functional region. It is delimited to show an area that 
has lost manufacturing jobs and population over the last 
four decades. By constructing this region, a set of func-
tional relationships is highlighted. Q: In what formal and 
functional regions do you live?
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same five-part thematic structure—physical geography and environ-
mental issues, population and settlement, cultural coherence and diver-
sity, geopolitical framework, and economic and social development.

Some of these regional terms are in common use, such as Europe 
or East Asia. Understandings and characteristics of these regions have 
often evolved over centuries. Yet the boundaries of these regions do 
shift. For example, during the Cold War, it made sense to divide 
Europe into east and west, with eastern Europe closely linked to the 
former Soviet Union. With the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union 
and the expansion of the European Union in the 2000s, that divide 
became less meaningful. In this edition, the regions of Europe 
(Chapter 8) and Eurasia (Chapter 9, which includes Russia) reflect 
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. Figure 1.5  World Regions  The boundaries shown here are the basis for the 12 regional 
chapters in this book. Countries or areas within countries that are treated in more than one chapter 
are designated on the map with a striped pattern. For example, western China is discussed in 
both Chapter 10, on Central Asia, and Chapter 11, on East Asia. Also, three countries on the South 
American continent are discussed as part of the Caribbean region because of their close cultural 
similarities to the island region.
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8        Globalization and Diversity

gas reductions, that these problems can be addressed. Environmental 
degradation and efforts to address it are discussed further in Chapter 2.

Globalization and Changing Human Geographies
Globalization changes cultural practices. The spread of a global con-
sumer culture, for example, often accompanies globalization and fre-
quently hurts local economies. It sometimes creates deep and serious 
social tensions between traditional cultures and new, external global 
culture. Television shows and movies available via satellite, along with 
online videos and social media such as Facebook and Twitter, often 
implicitly promote Western values and culture that are then imitated 
by millions throughout the world (Figure 1.6).

Fast-food franchises are changing—some would say corrupting—
traditional diets, with explosive growth in most of the world’s cities. 
Although these foods may seem harmless to North Americans because 
of their familiarity, they are an expression of deep cultural changes for 
many societies and are also generally unhealthy and environmentally 
destructive. Yet some observers contend that even multinational corpo-
rations have learned to pay attention to local contexts. Glocalization 
(which combines globalization with locale) is the process of modifying 
an introduced product or service to accommodate local tastes or cul-
tural practices. For example, a McDonald’s in Japan may serve shrimp 
burgers along with Big Macs.

Although the media give much attention to the rapid spread of 
Western consumer culture, nonmaterial culture is also dispersed 
and homogenized through globalization. Language is an obvious 
example—American tourists in far-flung places are often startled to 
hear locals speaking an English made up primarily of movie or TV 
clichés. However, far more than speech is involved, as social values 
also are dispersed globally. Changing expectations about human rights, 
the role of women in society, and the intervention of nongovernmental 
organizations are also expressions of globalization that may have far-
reaching effects on cultural change.

R E V I E W

1.1	 Explain the difference between place and space in geo-
graphic understanding and analysis.

1.2	 How is the concept of the cultural landscape related to 
place?

1.3	 How do functional regions differ from formal regions?

KEY TERMS  geography, physical geography, human geography, 
thematic geography (systematic geography), regional geography, 
place, cultural landscape, space, region, formal region, functional 
region

Globalization and New Geographies
One of the most important features of the 21st century is globalization—
the increasing interconnectedness of people and places. Once-distant 
regions and cultures are now increasingly linked through commerce, 
communications, and travel. Although earlier forms of globalization 
existed, especially during Europe’s colonial period, the current degree of 
planetary integration is stronger than ever. In fact, many observers argue 
that contemporary globalization is the most fundamental reorganization 
of the world’s socioeconomic structure since the Industrial Revolution 
(see Exploring Global Connections: A Closer Look at Globalization).

Economic activities may be the major force behind globalization, 
but the consequences of globalization affect all aspects of land and life: 
Human settlement patterns, cultural attributes, political arrangements, 
and social development are all undergoing profound change. Because 
natural resources are viewed as global commodities, the planet’s physical 
environment is also affected by globalization. Financial decisions made 
thousands of miles away now affect local ecosystems and habitats, often 
with far-reaching consequences for Earth’s health and sustainability. 
For example, gold mining in the Peruvian Amazon is profitable for the 
corporations involved and even for individual miners, but it may ruin 
biologically diverse ecosystems and threaten indigenous communities.

The Environment and Globalization
The expansion of a globalized economy is creating and intensifying 
environmental problems throughout the world. Transnational firms 
conducting business through international subsidiaries disrupt ecosys-
tems around the globe with their incessant search for natural resources 
and manufacturing sites. Landscapes and resources previously used by 
only small groups of local peoples are now considered global commodi-
ties to be exploited and traded in the world marketplace.

On a larger scale, globalization is aggravating worldwide environmen-
tal problems such as climate change, air pollution, water pollution, and 
deforestation. Consequently, it is only through global cooperation, such 
as the United Nations treaties on biodiversity protection or greenhouse 

. Figure 1.6  Global Communications  The effects of globalization 
are everywhere, even in remote villages in developing countries. This rural 
family in a small village in southwestern India earns a few dollars a week by 
renting out viewing time on its globally linked television set.

this long-standing west–east divide. Working at the world regional 
scale invariably creates regions that are not homogeneous, with some 
states fitting better into regional stereotypes than others. Yet under-
standing world regional formations is an important way to explore the 
impact of globalization on environments, cultures, political systems, 
and development.
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Globalization comes in many shapes and 
forms as it connects far-flung people and 
places. Many of these interactions are com-
mon knowledge, such as the global reach 
of multinational corporations like H&M 
and Zara transforming how young people 
dress. Others may be rather surprising. Who 
would expect to find Bosnians transform-
ing a St. Louis neighborhood, or Filipino 
contract workers employed in nearly every 
world region? Would you predict that Saudi 
investors are leasing large tracts of land in 
the arid U.S. Southwest for hay exports to 
the Arabian Peninsula?

Indeed, global connections are ubiqui-
tous and often complex—so much so that 
understanding the many different shapes, 
forms, and scales of these interactions is 
a key component of the study of world 
geography. To complement that study, 
each chapter of this book contains an 
Exploring Global Connections sidebar  
that presents a globalization case study.

The Chapter 4 sidebar, for example, 
explains how and why a remote area of 
the South American Andes has become 
a focus for foreign capital investment to 
extract lithium. This lightweight medal is 
essential for the small batteries that run 
laptops and cell phones, and this is the 
region of the world where the largest 
reserves of lithium are concentrated  
(Figure 1.1.1). Other examples include 
Dubai Airport as a global travel hub 
(Chapter 7); India’s expanding video game 
industry (Chapter 12); and the spread and 
influence of the Armenian diaspora  
(Chapter 9). A Google Earth virtual tour 
video supplements each sidebar.

1. Consider complex global connec-
tions based on your own experi-
ences. For example, what food from
another part of the world did you

A Closer Look 
at Globalization

m Figure 1.1.1  Lithium Triangle  The world’s largest lithium deposits lie where 
the three countries of Bolivia, Chile, and Argentina converge. Lithium is a critical 
metal for lightweight batteries used in cell phones and laptops.
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In return, cultural products and ideas from around the world 
greatly impact U.S. culture. The large and diverse immigrant population 
in the United States has contributed to heightened cultural diversity 
and exchange. The internationalization of American food and music, 
and the multiple languages spoken in American cities, are all expres-
sions of globalization (Figure 1.7).

Globalization also clearly influences population movements. 
International migration is not new, but increasing numbers of people 

from all parts of the world are now crossing national boundar-
ies, legally and illegally, temporarily and permanently. The United 
Nations (UN) estimates that there are over 250 million immigrants 
in the world (people who live in a country other than their country 
of birth). Figure 1.8 shows the major migration flows from regions 
of origin designated as Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, North America, and Oceania. One of the most striking 
aspects of the figure is that many of the largest international flows are 
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buy today, and how did it get to 
your store?

2. Now choose a foreign place in a com-
pletely different part of the world,

E X P L OR I NG  G L OB A L  CON N EC T ION S

either a city or a rural village, then 
suggest how globalization affects 
the lives of people in that place.
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